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President’s Corner

BRAVOQO!

The long dark
nights and short
days of winter, are
giving way to the
hope of the longer
days and shorter
nights of summer.
© This probably
sounds crazy, but
guess whose white
outdoor lights still
brighten the walk-
way to the studio? You're right, mine do!
Valentine Day will be the turning point for
me. At that time I usually feel we've made
it through the darkest days with some ex-
tra light, and the outdoor Christmas lights
can go, much to my husband’s delight.

Speaking of brightening the darkness,
we can still be a part of extending heart
and light in the form of financial help to
those on the east coast affected by Hurri-
cane Sandy. Aside from other avenues for
immediate assistance, MTNA has contri-
buted $25,000.00 of assistance for inde-
pendent music teachers to re-establish
some of what has been lost. You can still
contribute if you didn’t have a chance in
December, by donating online at MTNA
foundation.org/contribute/donation-form
and specify Superstorm Sandy in the
special instructions box at the bottom of
the page. Or you can send a check to the
MTNA Foundation and specify “Super-
storm Sandy”. It's a wonderful way to
share from your heart.
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(Continued on Page 3)

Washington State MTNA
Northwest Division
Composition Competition
& Performance Competition
Winners
ARTICLES ON PAGES 3 & 4

Phyllis Pieffer to Receive
MTNA Distinguished Service
Award at MTNA Conference

ARTICLE ON PAGE 4

Phyllis Pieffer

Debra Florian for MTNA
Vice President!!!
ARTICLE ON PAGE 5

Debra Florian

Coming Events

Gonference 2013
Wenatcheel

Stephen Beus
Featuring Stephen Beus!

“Mesmerizing... explosive... intelligent
... he belongs on the world stage.” In such
a manner did the Salt Lake Tribune des-
cribe our 2013 WSMTA Conference Guest
Artist, Stephen Beus. Within the next four
months this Washington born and bred
pianist won first prize in the 2006 Gina
Bachauer International Piano Competi-
tion, first place in the Vendome Prize In-
ternational Competition (Lisbon) and was
awarded the Max I. Allen Fellowship of
the American Pianists Association (Indi-
anapolis). As a result of winning the Juil-
liard School Concerto Competition, Mr.
Beus made his Carnegie Hall debut with
the Juilliard Orchestra and James De
Preist, playing Prokofiev Concerto No. 3.

Since then he truly has been catapult-
ed to the world stage. He has performed
as guest soloist with the Gulbenkian Sym-
phony (Lisbon), Oxford Philomusica, the
Tivoli Symphony (Copenhagen), the
Northwest Sinfonietta (Seattle), the Royal
Philharmonic of Morocco (Casablanca),
the Vaasa Symphony Orchestra (Finland)
as well as with the Hamburg, Indianapo-
lis, Nashville, Santa Fe, Utah, Fort Worth,
Tucson, Yakima, Bellevue, Salt Lake,

(Continued on Page 5)
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WSMTA & Clarion Information

The CLARION is published g times dur-
ing each public school year: Sept., Oct.,
Nov., Dec., Feb., March, April, May, and
June. It includes membership news and
announcements, as well as pertinent
news of the Music Teachers National
Association.

WSMTA Executive Office
WSMTA GENERAL INFORMATION
MEMBERSHIP ADDRESS RECORDS
WSMTA WEBSITE INFORMATION
CLARION ADVERTISING

Executive Manager

Judith Price, NCTM
4904 Hilton Rd. NE
Olympia, WA 98516
360-459-3765

OPT OUT OF HARD COPY
CLARION for WSMTA Website
copy at www.wsmta.net?

Email Exec. Mgr. at
WSMTAoffice@comcast.net

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The USPS
does not forward copies of
The CLARION. PLEASE notify
the WSMTA Executive Office

if your address changes.

Clarion Editor

Gary Alan Hind
20038 Lysir Ct. NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370

360-697-2591

basinroad@comcast.net

CLARION Contributors:

- Please submit articles to the Edi-
tor no later than the 1st day of the
month preceding the publication
date.

- Articles should be attached to an email
message and will be accepted ONLY in
the following file types: MS Word 97 or
later & Mac Pages.

- DO NOT USE ANY SPECIAL FORMATS
OR INDENTS other than ordinary para-
graph returns.

- Indicate paragraph changes with a
double space. Otherwise, use SINGLE
VERTICAL SPACING and leave TWO
SPACES BETWEEN SENTENCES.

DO NOT SUBMIT ARTICLES
EMBEDED WITH HYPERLINKS.

WSMTA Board of Directors

President: Dianne Johnston, WSCTM
P.O. Box 655
Kingston, WA 98346
Phone: 360-930-0168
e-mail: diannej23@comcast.net

President Elect: Laurie Eash, NCTM
S 1924 Post
Spokane, WA 99203
Phone: 509-747-6964
e-mail: laurie52@aol.com

Immediate Past President:
Jani Peterson, NCTM
2601 Mix Road
Moscow, ID 83843
Phone: 208-883-3991
e-mail: jani@turbonet.com

Vice President: Janice Smith
15604 N Sycamore
Mead, WA 99021-9376
Phone: 509-467-8147

e-mail: jsmithpiano@gmail.com
Executive Manager:
Judith Price, NCTM (see left col.)

Treasurer: Patti Robertson, NCTM
209 E Canyon Drive
Kennewick, WA 99337-5824
Phone: 509-586-2219
e-mail: pattiandken@charter.net

District | VP: Yelena Balabanova, NCTM
4684 Arbors Circle

Mukilteo, WA 98275

Phone: 719-649-4292

e-mail: yelenabalabanova@gmail.com

District Il VP: Yunbo Cassady, NCTM
6130 147th Place SE
Bellevue, WA 98006
Phone: 425-644-6110
e-mail: conanima63@gmail.com

Dist. lll VP: Donna Olson, NCTM

5424 175th Avenue Court E

Lake Tapps, WA 98391

Phone: 253-891-1299

e-mail: olsonpianostudio@comcast.net
District IV VP: Cinda Redman, NCTM

15716 SE 34th Circle

Vancouver, WA 98683

Phone: 360-256-8888

e-mail: cindapiano@comcast.net

District V VP: Roz Nau, NCTM
P.O. Box 728
Tonasket, WA 98855
Phone: 509-486-4673
e-mail: roznau@hotmail.com

District VI VP: Laura Curtis

155 Thorne

Walla Walla, WA 99362

Phone: 509-529-9563

e-mail: curtisli@whitman.edu
District VIl VP: Michelle Mielke, NCTM

505 NW Sunset

Pullman, WA 99163

Phone: 509-332-3005

e-mail: mielke@wsu.edu

Adjudications Chair: Dorie Guidon
3611 Knox Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98229
Phone: 360-671-1337
e-mail: dorieg33@comcast.net

Clarion Editor: Gary Alan Hind (see col. 1)

Ed. Board Chair: Robin Chadwick, NCTM
(see Ed. Board)

WSMTA Education Board

Ed. Board Chair: Robin Chadwick, NCTM
239 Alderwood Drive
Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone: 360-345-6777
robin@localaccess.com

Ed. Board Member: Peter Mack, NCTM
1906 26th Ave.
Seattle, WA 98112
Phone: 206-328-7294
e-mail: mackpeter@earthlink.net

Ed. Board Member: Jani Peterson, NCTM
(see Immediate Past President)

Ed. Board Member: Mary Kaye Owen, NCTM
11445 SE 185 Place
Renton, WA 98055
Phone: 425-228-8721
mary.k.owen@att.net

Ed. Board Member: Jeffrey Savage, NCTM
1340 SE Cougar Court

Pullman, WA 99163
Phone: 509-338-9675

e-mail: jrsavage@wsu.edu

Ed. Board Members, Ex-Officio
Dianne Johnston, WSCTM (see President)
Dorie Guidon (see Adjudications Chair)
Judith Price, NCTM (see Exec. Mgr.)

Changiz o Kawrekshuns
Adjudicator Marilyn Brossard's email
address has changed again, to:
marilynbrossard@gmail.com

Membership

Bellingham Chapter
Andrew Bybee

Seattle Chapter
Kelley Wang

South King County Chapter
Kazu Hedfors

Collegiate
John Crigler
Andrea Hamel
Margaret Francik
Jessica Van Dyken
Joshua Lindberg

Chapter of the Year Program

Just a reminder of the March 1%t entry
deadline for WSMTA’s Chapter of the
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Year: 2013. The entry form and require-
ments were included in the Presidents
Packet, distributed at the Fall Leadership
Seminar.

The Grays Harbor Chapter was the
2012 recipient of this award and has sent
their entry for the MTNA Local Associa-
tion Award. The winner is announced at
the MTNA Conference in March.

Three members from various areas of
the State will be selecting the winning en-
try. The announcement and presentation
of the $300.00 award will be made at our
June conference.

Please send your entry to me at P.O.
Box 430, Granger, WA 98932.

Marilyn Linde, WSCTM
Chapter of the Year Chair

President’s Corner
(Continued from Page 1)
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Hearts and flowers to Debra Florian,
NCTM, former WSMTA President, and NW
Division Director who is a candidate for
MTNA Vice President! Debra has a heart
for serving MTNA and as we know, is so
very capable. She served WSMTA so well
in every way establishing the Outstanding
Artists Competition and our excellent
Musicianship Examination program both
having continued as extremely successful
events. Encourage those you know to vote,
and let’s have a great vote tally from Wash-
ington State and the NW Division. Your
August/September 2012 AMT has all the
information on all the candidates for presi-
dent elect, vice president and secretary/
treasurer. Or go online to mtna.org, click
on About MTNA, then Elections. For certain
let’s VOTE, VOTE, and VOTE!

A favorite part of this presidency is visi-
ting the chapters across the state, large
and small, meeting so many of you, hearing
your real life stories, your chapter success-
es and plans. A recent chapter visit reveal-
ed a wonderful story as we were discuss-
ing the ways WSMTA, through student stu-
dy grants and Music Link can be helpful
when you scholarship a student with limi-
ted resources. I later asked if [ could share
her experience in the Clarion, and she a-
greed and wrote it down. I think you'll be
blessed and encouraged as I was.

“Josh is the name of the student who I
started teaching when he was eight years

old. His mother wanted him to take violin
also, so he studied some violin. He really
disliked the violin, so he practiced the
pia-no very faithfully. Since the family
really couldn't afford piano lessons, I took
him as a "scholarship” student. 1 have
practic-ed doing this throughout my
music car-eer, one student at a time. I
have always been blessed for this effort.

Josh participated in recitals, church
per-formance, adjudications a couple of
times, and loved to share his music. He
progress-ed very well. He moved from
Washington when he was in High School. |
believe he continued piano lessons for a
while in California. But he always played
and perform-ed when he could. He even
accompanied his church choir at some
point during his High School years.

What a surprise it was when he called
me to let me know he is attending Pensa-
cola Christian College in Florida, where he
is studying music. He has been chosen to
accompany one of the Men's Vocal Groups
that travels throughout the United States.
Now, I look back and I'm so glad that I
made the decision to teach Josh those
years because he has a love for good music
and will always use the piano to bless his
world.

When the family moved from Washing-
ton, they had a beautiful Grandfather's
Clock that they couldn't take with them.
They wanted me to have it in repayment
for the years I taught Josh. Now, every
time the clock chimes, I am reminded of
the special blessing I had in teaching a
young man who is using his music to bless
the next generation. I don't expect schol-
arship students to repay met later, be-
cause | am always blessed in many ways
when I take a student on scholarship.

I know that a lot of teachers can't do
what I do. My husband is still employed
full time. He and I have this understand-
ing that [ will always have a student who
couldn't otherwise have the opportunity
to have music lessons in his/her life. We
have been blessed over and over for do-
ing this.”

Hearts and flowers to all of you who
have students you scholarship! Some are
registered with MusicLink, others you sim-
ply scholarship. You are creating a special

joy!

Dianne Johnston, WSCTM
WSMTA President

Scholarship Fund Form
on Page 9

BRAVOQO!

Washington State MTNA
Northwest Division
Composition Competition
Winners

Music Teachers National Association is
pleased to announce the results of the
composition competition for Northwest
Division.

Elementary:
Winner: Sophia Chen, Student of Sharon
Van Valin

Junior:
Representative: Joshua Fan, Student of
Sharon Van Valin

Senior:
Winner: Gabriel Soileau, Student of
Barbara Miller

Young Artist:
Representative: Mitchell Fund, Student of
Julia Swienty

This year, the Northwest judges were:
George Belden
David Crumb
Valerie Roubos

The winning compositions automati-
cally advance to the national competition
as national finalists. The results of that
competition will be announced by the end
of January. National finalists, should you
be named the national winner, please be
aware of the following:

« All winning compositions must be
performed at the National Conference.
Only the national first-place winners
will have their compositions performed
at the National Conference.

« Winners are required to provide
musicians for the performance.

« All winners must be present at the
performance.

o Performance dates for 2013 are:
Elementary and Junior, March 10;
Senior, March 11, and Young Artist,
March 12. Rehearsals are held one day
prior to the performance. The 2013
National Conference will be held in
Anaheim, California.

o The winner is responsible for all
expenses (such as travel, lodging,
meals, and musicians' fees).
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o You will need to supply MTNA National
Headquarters with a 75-word bio,
photo and other information for a press
release.

o MNTA recommends that students less
than age eighteen (18) be accompanied
by an adult. MTNA will exercise all
reasonable caution to provide a safe
environment for all entrants but cannot
guarantee the safety of all entrants.

Congratulations to all of the partici-
pants in the competition! We hope that
the comments you receive from the jud-
ges will be helpful to you and your teach-
er. Your efforts are to be commended and
we hope that you will continue to learn
and grow as a composer. Good luck with
your musical studies!

(continued next page)
Patrick Stephens, NCTM,
MTNA Northwest Division Composition
Competition Coordinator
(206) 380-5579
patrick@pianotempo.com
and
Christopher Goldston, NCTM
MTNA National Composition
Competition Coordinator
goldston@hotmail.com
(773) 580-7301

Washington State MTNA
Northwest Division

Performance Competition
Winners

Congratulations to our Washington stu-
dents and teachers who have placed at NW
Division Competition at Pacific Lutheran
University in Tacoma January 11-13. The
winners will represent WSMTA and the
NW Division at the national competitions
in Anaheim this March 9 - 13.

Junior Piano
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Nathan Lee Sasha Starcevich

Junior Strings
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Ria Honda Margaret Pressley

Junior Woodwinds
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Elise Kim Bonnie Blanchard

Senior Brass
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Andrew Abel  Christopher Olka

Senior Piano
Cat.: Student Teacher
Alt.: Andrew Liu Willard Schultz

Senior Piano Duet
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Jonathan & Peter Mack
Catherine Kok
Senior Strings
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Amelia Sie Simon James

Senior Voice
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: VanessaVega Reginald Unter-
seher

Young Artist Piano

Cat.: Student Teacher
Alt.:  Lucy Chang Victoria Bogdash-
evskaya/Robert
Roux
Young Artist Strings
Cat.: Student Teacher

Alt.: Vanessa Moss Carrie Michel

Young Artist Voice
Cat.: Student Teacher
*Rep: Ruth Lindeken April Duvic

Young Artist Woodwind
Cat.: Student Teacher
Win.: Joseph Bozich Fred Winkler

Chamber Strings

Cat.: Students Teacher
Win.: Oceana String  Melia Watras

Quartet: Sonja Myklebust,

Rochelle Nguyen, Emily Choi,

Romaric Pokorny

Chamber Woodwinds

Cat.: Students Teacher

*Rep: UPS Saxophone Fred Winkler
Quartet: Joseph Bozich, Jamie
Rottle, Brady McCowan, Soren
Hamm

*Rep = Representative to national, no
competition at the division level

Thanks go to Jani Peterson, NCTM for a
fabulous job organizing the NW Division
Competition and to Stephen Allen, NCTM,
Junior Coordinator from Idaho; Christo-
pher Hahn, NCTM from Montana, Senior
Coordinator; and Jodell Winter, Young
Artist Coordinator from Montana. Our
gratitude and appreciation to Pacific Lu-
theran University, David Robbins, Music
Dept Chair, and Oksana Ejokina, Chair of
Piano Studies for their assistance and use
of their beautiful facilities.

Dianne Johnston, WSCTM
WSMTA President

Phyllis Pieffer to Receive
MTNA Distinguished Service
Award at MTNA Conference

Phyllis Irene Pieffer will be honored
with MTNA’s Distinguished Service
Award at the National Conference in Ana-
heim in March. This award will be given
to Phyllis in recognition of her 40 years of
service to MTNA. Rarely do we find
someone who has the intelligence, ability,
qualifications and will to lead our nation-
al, state(s) and local associations and
challenge us all to do better. Phyllis has
been actively involved in MTNA for over
40 years, having previously held positions
as MTNA President and Vice President for
Membership Development. While living
in Colorado, she served as assistant pro-
fessor and chair of the music department
at Colorado Christian University (CCU) in
Lakewood, in addition to maintaining a
successful independent music studio.
During her years in Colorado she served
as Colorado MTA president, certification
chair and competitions chair; West Cen-
tral Division director, and junior high and
high school MTNA performance competi-
tions coordinator. She was instrumental
in developing the Foothills MTA in Lake-
wood, Colorado. Phyllis always had a pas-
sion for music as a youngster; fortunately,
she also had the foresight to realize what
types of training it would take to teach,
perform and lead in the music world.
Phyllis holds degrees in piano perform-
ance from the College of Wooster in
Wooster, Ohio, and in music theory from
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester,
New York. In addition, her training as a
registered Parliamentarian enables her to
run efficient and productive meetings,
whether at the national or local level.

In 1998 Phyllis moved with her hus-
band Ron to Aberdeen, Washington. At an
age when most of us would have consid-
ered retirement or at least cutting back
our teaching schedules, Phyllis contacted
WSMTA and the Grays Harbor MTA and
introduced herself.  She became a WS-
MTA adjudicator and became active in
Grays Harbor MTA.

Grays Harbor College valued Phyllis’
piano and theory credentials and she be-
gan teaching there as well as in her “to die
for” studio in the forest 12 miles up the
Wishkah Valley. Soon after she started at
Grays Harbor College she was diagnosed
with breast cancer. Even during the most
challenging times of her treatment she
handled her life with dignity and grace.
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She rarely missed a day of work, and al-
ways made sure deadlines were met and
work completed. Always one to make
lemonade out of lemons, she trained to
help others recovering from cancer. (Last
month she hit the runway at the Reach to
Recovery benefit fashion show!)

When Phyllis moved to Aberdeen she
brought a breath of fresh air into our
chapter meetings. Member Erica Hollen
says, “Phyllis is a chapter treasure. She
overflows with ideas to enrich our chap-
ter.” She encouraged us to perform for
each other, sharing solos and ensembles
in chapter meetings and in community
events. We read books together and pre-
sented programs for each other. She
shared materials and ideas from her ex-
tensive storage system.

Chapter member Christine Hill writes,
“I have always been impressed with
Phyllis' work ethic and sense of fairness.
She is a reliable leader and a team player
at the same time. She always takes time
to listen to opinions of others, but moves
business meetings along with a "no non-
sense” approach.” Looking at the future
of Grays Harbor MTA, she encouraged us
to move beyond the idea that we were a
piano teacher organization and incorpor-
ated programs that would benefit voice
and other instruments.

Even after finishing her many years on
the MTNA board, Phyllis continues to help
with MTNA, WSMTA and Grays Harbor
MTA challenges. When Christine Hill’s
daughter was a teenager she made up a
song about Phyllis. It goes, “Go find
Phyllis...she’ll know what to do.” By
awarding Phyllis Pieffer the Distinguished
Service Award, the MTNA Board most cer-
tainly agrees!

Merry Jo Zimmer, NCTM
Grays Harbor Chapter Treasurer

Debra Florian for MTNA
Vice President!!!

With many outstanding achievements
to her credit, Debra Florian, NCTM is ready
to serve MTNA again. Debbie has contri-
buted in many areas of MTNA/WSMTA as
well as her local association. While keep-
ing a large studio of students, she has held
many offices in the Kitsap Chapter in-
cluding president. Following her local
chapter presidency, she responded to the
request to become the District III VP for
two terms. From there she continued to
serve WSMTA as Vice President, Presi-

dent Elect and finally President in 2003 -
2005. After her presidency she served on
the WSMTA Education Board. Later she
was elected NW Division Director and
served on the MTNA Board of Directors.
Debra has the experience and the mak-
ings of an excellent Vice President for
MTNA. Not only is she extremely org-
anized, she’s delightful to know. Since
this is a national election, we want to send
1150 votes from Washington State! That
means every member VOTES!

Dianne Johnston, WSCTM
WSMTA President

Commissioned Composer
of the Year - Reginald
Unterseher

Reginald Untersher

Reginald Unterseher's works for chor-
us, orchestra, and vocal and instrumental
solo are regularly performed around the
world, from small town schools and chur-
ches to Carnegie Hall. His works are avail-
able from Walton Music, Oxford University
Press, and from his web site, www.reginald
unterseher.com. His music is regularly fea-
tured on programs and reading sessions at
music educators' and choral directors' reg-
ional and national conferences. Current
commissions include Composer-In-Resi-
dence duties for the UCC Musician's Asso-
ciation National Conference in 2013, a
song cycle for voice and piano on poems
taken from Brian Turner's book "Here,
Bullet" to be premiered in November,
2013, and a new work for the Mid-Colum-
bia Mastersingers 2013-14 season, where
he was Composer-In-Residence in 2011-
12.

Mr. Unterseher is Composer-In-Resi-
dence at Shalom United Church of Christ
in Richland, WA, where he has been music
director since 1991. After an early career
as a singer and actor, his attention turned
back to an early interest in composing,
something he had done since childhood.
His experience has included leading adult
and children's choruses, founding and
serving as Chorus Master of Washington

East Opera, singing with Chor Anno, Mid-
Columbia Mastersingers, and Male En-
semble Northwest.

An active clinician and adjudicator, he
maintains a voice studio in Kennewick,
WA. His former students have been state,
divisioon and national winners in MTNA
and Presidential Scholars in the Arts com-
petitions, and can be found teaching and
performing from Washington state to
Broadway.

Steve Nehrenberg, Chair
Commissioned Composer of the Year

Coming Events

(continued from Page 1)

Gonference 2013
. Wenatcheel

Featuring Stephen Beus!

Eastern Sierra, Corvallis, Jacksonville,
Texarkana and Walla Walla Symphonies.
He has also performed with chamber
groups across the United States.

Mr. Beus has performed as soloist at
Wigmore Hall, the Salle Gaveau and Salle
Cortot (Paris), Merkin Hall, the Shanghai
Oriental Arts Center, the Central Conserv-
atory (Beijing), Teatro San Carlo (Naples),
Carnegie Hall (Weill Recital Hall), the
Queluz Palace (Lisbon) and has perform-
ed for the Dame Myra Hess and Fazioli
Salon series (Chicago), the International
Keyboard Institute and Festival (New
York City), and has given recitals across
the United States as well as in Kaz-
akhstan, Russia, Finland, Denmark, Swit-
zerland, Germany, Georgia, China, France,
Italy, Portugal, the Czech Republic, and
Morocco.

Last year’s season for Stephen Beus
included serving as a cultural ambas-
sador for the United States Department of
State, giving solo recitals and performing
with the Thilisi National Opera Orchestra
throughout Georgia.  (Sounds like he
might have something in common with
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Jody Graves, who will be presenting her
most recent experiences as ambassador
to the Middle East!)

Information regarding Stephen Beus’s
educational background and his current
teaching position and performance sched-
ule are printed in our December issue of
The Clarion. We are definitely looking
forward to having him as pianist, lecturer,
and master class teacher at our June 16-
20t conference in Wenatchee.

Look for Master Class applications in
future issues, as well as workshop infor-
mation about presentations on strings,
organ, piano, exercise, musical games,
composers, styles, and much more!

Roz Nau, NCTM
2013 Conference Chair

Education

Young Composers Project &5

Young Composers Project Entry
Deadline is Friday, February 15

The postmarked deadline for entries to
this year’s Young Composers Project is Fri-
day, Feb. 15. Regular US Mail with First-
class postage works fine.

Project Rules, Guidelines and Entry
Form are available on our website: www.
wsmta.net. Click on the Student Programs
link, then under the Young Composers Pro-
ject description, click on the highlighted
phrase that will bring you the needed
forms.

Please take time to carefully re-read all
instructions. Remember that the only mat-
erials that will be returned to teachers and
students are the Adjudicator Evaluations
and the Certificates for your students. The
materials sent for evaluation (composit-
ions and recordings) will not be returned.
Thus, you will need to send copies, not
originals. It is wise to play through your
student’s composition to see if the work is
readable for the judges.

If you have questions or are unable to
access the WSMTA website, please con-
tact me at ks88keys@gmail.com or 206-
842-7150, and I will send the information
to you via e-mail or US Mail.

Krista Seely
Young Composers Project Chair

&8 ADJUDICATIONS 8<

Adjudications Alert

As we head into the busiest time for
adjudications, let me give a final word of
encouragement to help us all get through
the process easier, so that we can focus on
the experience and have it be truly mean-
ingful for ourselves and our students.

Remember that the purpose is to pro-
vide an educational experience that en-
courages goal setting, persistence, and
creativity. It provides a performance op-
portunity for students where an objective
evaluation of each student’s skill and mu-
sicianship is made by an impartial, com-
petent adjudicator. And it provides the
teacher an opportunity to consult with
another professional musician.

For the best experience during adjudi-
cations, the most important thing you can
do is to read through (or re-read!) the ad-
judications booklet (under teacher forms
on website) and BE PREPARED. Your ad-
judicators will thank you and your stu-
dents will thank you. If there is a ques-
tion you have that can’t be answer from
the booklet, we want to know about it!

Prepare your students well for the ex-
perience. Do a run-through. Make sure
they understand that they will be asked
questions by the adjudicator and that
they should be open to trying something
new if asked. Are they able to start in dif-
ferent places? In other words...prepare
them to be adjudicated! Above all re-
member that the adjudicator cannot judge
circumstances (bad day, nerves, etc.)
They can only comment on what happens
on that day at that moment in time.

Lastly, please remember to fill out the
evaluation form. Your experience is im-
portant to us! If you do it right away, you
won'’t forget! Without your feedback, we
have no way of knowing what needs to be
addressed.

Thank you to all of you who are endea-
voring to use the online forms! [ know
there have been some challenges and glit-
ches, so your efforts are even more appre-
ciated. New teacher registration forms
have been uploaded on the website and
should be working correctly. We've ap-
preciated being alerted to recent prob-
lems so that we could try to fix them.
Using the online form really DOES make
everyone’s job easier.

We are looking forward to simplifying
this whole process...so stay tuned!!

Dorie Guidon
WSMTA Adjudications Chair

STUDENT TEACHER PROGRAM

When Things Go Awry

[ have written several times about the
benefits of a high school student teacher
program, but it is not a golden road with-
out speed bumps, potholes or detours. No
matter how much care and planning you
put into a project, whenever people are
involved the unexpected can happen.

Problems can arise from several sourc-
es: the student teacher, the student or the
parents. In this article I will address
issues that can arise from the student
teacher standpoint only. A fictional case-
in-point:

Jane is an 11t grade student teach-
er. She is a very typical advanced mu-
sic student: good grades, an active so-
cial life, musically talented and res-
ponsible (or you would not have taken
her on as a student-teacher!). Jane has
two first-year students who seem to be
doing fine and the parents have not
complained. But over the last month
or so, Jane has not been practicing her
own literature and has made very little
if any progress with her music ...in
other words, her lessons have not
been going well. Of course, as we all
know the 11 grade in high school is
tough with AP classes and pressure to
keep those straight A’s so she can get
into the best university! So as the
master teacher, we feel it's OK to give
her a little slack and hope that over
time Jane will be back to her old self.

Then one day you get an email from
a parent of one of Jane’s students, who
is concerned because Jane has
cancelled the last two lessons. The red
flag is raised and Jane is contacted to
see what's been going on. Jane ex-
plains that one week she was sick
(although she did not miss any school
days that week, but was too ill to
teach), and another week she had to
cancel because of a last minute choir
concert. Now, not only is the red flag
raised, but also it's waving frantically.
We teachers know that school choir
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concerts DON'T get scheduled with
only a few days notice, and that if
you're not too ill for school, more than
likely you can make it through a 40
minute beginning music lesson.

So what to do? Jane is obviously over-
whelmed by school and other activities
going on in her life (boyfriend? speeding
ticket or fender bender? fighting with her
parents?), but as the master teacher you
not only have a responsibility to Jane and
her parents to provide a quality instruc-
tional program, but you also have a res-
ponsibility to the young beginning stu-
dents and their parents.

As the mentor teacher it may be best
to approach the problem from two angles:
first, as Jane’s long-time music teacher
you want to talk with her on a personal
level to see if a bit of “counseling” might
help. You can offer help with time man-
agement so she can fit in her own prac-
tice; suggestions on how to cope with per-
sonal problems, yet being able to still fo-
cus on providing a great lesson to her be-
ginning students. Possibly explain that
the intense focusing required for teaching
is actually a great way to de-stress and
forget about everything else going on....
even if it’s only for a couple of hours! As
teachers we have all had those times
when we need to offer a bit of non-musi-
cal instruction to our students. Compas-
sion, understanding and sensitivity are
important for students like Jane who are
going through a rough patch.

But secondly, as the master teacher
and student teacher program administra-
tor, it is vital that young beginners receive
consistent and dependable instruction of
a high quality. This is the difficult part of
being a master teacher - in essence you
are an employer and need to be sure your
employees are providing the quality serv-
ice and value which you have promised to
your customers (parents of the young stu-
dents). Part of every student teacher pro-
gram should be the “business” of operat-
ing a music studio, and in Jane’s situation,
she needs to be accountable by giving
proper notice for cancellations, and offer-
ing makeup lessons so the young begin-
ners receive weekly instruction. A con-
versation with Jane explaining the obliga-
tions of being a student teacher would be
appropriate, along with touching on the
consequences if the problem is not ad-
dressed. In this example, Jane may need
to step down as a student teacher if she
cannot reestablish a consistent lesson

schedule. The parents could be offered
choices of another student teacher, or les-
sons with the master teacher.

Communication is the solution to
working out most issues. An open, hon-
est discussion with the student teacher
with a follow up email or phone call to the
parent would most likely solve the above
example. Rarely have I had to involve the
parent of the student teacher, but some-
times that can be helpful, especially when
trying to gain insight into the student
teacher’s life. Each situation that arises
will be unique, and will require creative,
personal solutions. But music teachers
are the best when it comes to unique,
creative solutions, and that’s what pro-
vides us with such rewarding careers. A
student teacher program can enrich and
enhance a studio - even when there are
problems to solve!

Janice Smith
WSMTA Student Teacher Chair

2013 is now underway. I hope it is go-
ing smoothly for you! This will be a very
short column this month as time has got-
ten away from me and as [ write this [ am
past deadline!

The old year ended on a high note for
several WSMTA members. Rose Freeman
(Spokane) and Sterling Picard (Tacoma)
were both awarded WSMTA Certification
grants and are working hard to complete
certification projects. Julie Howe, NCTM;
Yunbo Cassady, NCTM; and Jennifer Li,
NCTM; all from the Eastside chapter, have
received certification in piano. Congratu-
lations to all of you! That brings our total
of newly certified teachers since July 1,
2012 to 6 and a grand total of 203 certi-
fied teachers in WSMTA.

If you have been thinking about pursu-
ing certification, this is a great time to
start working on it. Send your application
in to MTNA with your check...that will be-
gin the one year deadline clock ticking for
completing your projects. Then contact
me to apply (a very simple process) for a
certification grant. We still have 3 grants
available to cover one-half of the applica-
tion fee expense.

Several of the projects can be complet-
ed before sending in your application if
you want to work under a little less pres-

sure. Check out the website at http://
www.mtnacertification.org/ for informa-
tion about the process.

As always, if you have questions don’t
hesitate to contact me!

Karen Hollenback, NCTM.
WSMTA Certification Chair
425-228-1110

karen.hollenback@gmail.com

Program News

MTNA Foundation News

Congratulations to our MTNA Founda-
tion Fellow nominations, Judith Schoep-
flin and Michiko Miyamoto. And THANK
YOU, WSMTA members, for your gener-
ous support of the MTNA Foundation.
Both Fellow nominations are now fully
funded and will be recognized at the Gala
at the MTNA conference at Disneyland in
March! Hope to see you there!

The MTNA Foundation supports stu-
dents, teachers, and many of the MTNA
programs and competitions throughout
the country. Thanks to the MTNA Found-
ation, teachers receive grants, students
receive assistance to attend competitions,
and educational programs are in place to
support and further the educational goals
of MTNA. In the past twelve years, the
MTNA Foundation has awarded more
than $800,000.00 in grants. Thanks to the
generosity of WSMTA members, we are a
part of that support.

One way that WSMTA members can
support the MTNA Foundation is by inclu-
ding the Foundation in their estate plann-
ing. This is not a difficult task—there is
no minimum amount required, and an
attorney is not needed. Itis simply a mat-
ter of adding MTNA Foundation as a bene-
ficlary to an IRA or insurance policy.
Planned giving ensures the future of MT-
NA and music education in America.
Members who arrange to remember the
Foundation in their estate planning be-
come members of the Legacy Society and
are honored and recognized by MTNA.
It's something to consider.

Thank you all, once again, for your
generosity to the MTNA Foundation.

Robin Chadwick, NCTM
WSMTA Chair for the MTNA Foundation

Scholarship Fund Form
on Page 9
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Enrichment

2 IMITF Corner ')/

In the past I have had students who
went on to college and continued their mu-
sic education and have become music
teachers. Some of them are teachers of
piano, some are in school settings as band
or choral directors, some are vocal teach-
ers, some are music therapists, and so on. I
have had phone calls with questions about
teaching some concept, or apologies for
not practicing more, not doing their
theory, or not understanding the impor-
tance about something. © However, [ have
never mentored a student teacher until
this year. [ have one student who is teach-
ing one of my students for her Senior
project. We have met several times to
plan, and I do stay in the room for the
lesson. We then do a bit of evaluation of
what went well and what to change.

In our very first planning meeting this
fall I suggested to her that it is important
to teach in a certain order. I printed out a
page with the letters E D D E and printed
up what each letter stood for. They are
E..experience, D...discovery, D...do or dem-
onstrate and E...explain. It seems that
much of the time this is done in reverse
order, so I cautioned her about that. I have
3 young beginners this year for the first
time in years, so it has been a good re-
minder to me also. I thought I would just
share what we did last lesson in introduc-
ing bar lines, measures and counting 1,2,3,
4, rather than 1,1,1,1.

We put down a lot of single Smarties
candies and asked her to count each one
like a quarter note 1,1,1,1 etc. as she has
been doing in her Lesson Book. Then a
thin Tootsie Roll was inserted between
each set of 4 Smarties. We asked her to
just count how many in each set. There
were 1,2,3,4 each time. When asked what
she noticed she said it was easier to count
that way. We clapped and counted them in
the new way. When asked what kind of
notes they would be, she said quarter
notes. Next, two Smarties were stacked
and she was asked what kind of note that
would represent. She knew it was a half
note and then she clapped that. Lastly 4
Smarties were stacked and she responded
that it was a whole note. Then the “mea-
sures” were changed around with different
note values in each and she clapped and
counted them. We let her arrange them

and we clapped and counted with her.
Then we went to a paper with lots of notes
and different values, she was able to draw
in the bar lines with no problem. We went
to the book and read the names of bar line
and measures. She was able to find the
measures, count and clap any one that we
pointed to. She could count how many
measures in the song and find all the bar
lines. She quickly had the new song count-
ed and clapped

Of course she was given a Tootsie Roll
and a package of Smarties as the end of
her lesson and went home a happy stu-
dent who understood a new concept.

We would love to be able to share how
you have taught a new concept to one of
your students. Just e-mail me with your
idea.

Doreen Slaugh, NCTM
IMTF Chair
pdslaugh@yahoo.com

District News

District III Conference

Date: April 20,2013

Venue: 1st Lutheran Church of Tacoma
Time: 9 am util 2:30 pm

Presenters: Dr.]Jay and Sandra Mauchley

Theme: Ensemble playing - the first
1-1/2 hours is their workshop. Then duet
master calsses and their own playing. It
will be exciting. Look for more in the
March Clarion.

Chapter News

Eastside Chapter Presents
Dr. Jody Graves Workshop

Eastside Music Teachers Association
presents Dr. Jody Graves on Monday,
Feb. 11,2013, from 10:00 am - 12:30 pm
at Newport Covenant Church, 12800 SE
Coal Creek Pkwy, Bellevue, WA 98006.
The workshop is titled: The Heart of
Performance - An interactive discus-
sion of the process and guidance into
successful and artistic performance.
Fees: students: $12; Eastside members:
$20; non-Eastside members: $25. If pay-
ing by cash, please have EXACT DOLLAR
AMOUNT for payment. Registration in-
formation: Sammie Marten, nmarten@
msn.com, 425-443-6945 (cell).

Eastside Chapter Presents

The Mauchley Duo
4 Hands, 2 Grands

This two-Steinway piano duo recital
with Jay and Sandy Mauchley will focus
on music that showcases Rhythm, Rom-
ance, Rhapsody and Ragtime. All ages are
sure to be inspired by these crowd-pleas-
ing, high energy Steinway Artists. Sun-
day, March 3, 2013 at 3 pm, at First Pres-
byterian Church of Bellevue, 1717 Belle-
vue Way NE, Bellevue, WA. Thanks to a
grant from the EMTA Dorothy Woodcock
Fund, this recital is free! For more infor-
mation, contact: Sheri Skidmore sheri

skidmore@msn.com.

Bulletin Board

More Changes to the 36th
Annual Daniel Pollack
Piano Master Class!

The 2013 class retains the original class
theme of presenting lesser known reper-
toire. However, due to Mr. Pollack's chang-
ing schedule and its impact on space avail-
ability at Sherman Clay, the event will now
take place on May 30th, 31st and June 1st
and 2nd, with private lessons on June 3rd.

Our goal is to send teachers home with
great new material to brighten their teach-
ing time. But, as always, all repertoire is
accepted. Brochures are now ready. To
request more than one, or for further in-
formation, contact me.

Nancy Drake

nandrake@aol.com
425-885-2839

“Music ﬁom the Heart cf
Wasﬁingwm
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WSMTA Scholarship Fund Contribution Form

Please contribute to the 2013 WSMTA Scholarship Fund.
Fill out this form along with your check payable to WSMTA Scholarship Fund and mail to:

Cinda Redman
WSMTA Scholarship Fund Chair
15716 SE 34th Circle
Vancouver, WA 98683
360-256-8888

Name is contributing $ to the WSMTA Scholarship Fund
IN HONOR/MEMORY OF

Please send an acknowledgement card to:

Name:

Address:

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

SEATTLE
PIANDO

WITH A PLU MUSIC SCHOLARSHIIE? !,,!,,\lgsmﬂn:rﬁIE

TH E OPPO RTUN ITI ES ARE EN m LESS Experiences in the Beautiful Pacific
Northwest « Private Lessons « Dedicated

Practice Facilities - Master Classes «

SCHEDULE YOUR AUDITION TODAY Seminars » Music Festival Concerts « More!

* Live auditions - February 8, 9 & 10, 2013 Session I: ($1,400)

* Renewable Awards Ranging Between Faculty: Robin McCabe and Craig Sheppard

$1,000-$12,000 a Year Session I1: ($400)
Faculty: Robin McCabe, Craig Sheppard,
Dainius Vaicekonis, Amy Grinsteiner

PIANO PROGRAM Guest Faculty: Nelita True,

Eastman School of Music

Scholarship assistance available. Robin McCabe and

UW dormitori d food pl ilabl . f

el Ciaig Sheppard, irectors
. July 7-20, 2013

Details at:

4 ‘ .music.washington.edu/pianoinsti Session I: July 7-17 (f 16and
wWwuw. P lu' edu /musz e www.music.washington.edu/pianoinstitute on Y (forages 16 and up)
Session I: July 17-20 (for up to age 15)

* Apply at www.plu.edu/music/scholarships

* Degrees: Education, Performance, Jazz §tL1dlcs r&3more

. (/omprghcnslve Learning, Intensive Study, Small Classes,
Outstanding Faculty, Diverse Performance Opportunities,
\‘(/orld—class Concert Hall and State-of-the-art Facilities Priority Application Deadline: April 1, 2013

& School of Arts + Communication
Pacific Lutheran University, Department of Music
Tacoma, WA 98447 (253) 535-7602

SCHOOL OF MUSIC
UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON
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Late winter and throughout spring, 2013, the
The Seattﬁe Clnt'ﬂ SIPF presents its annual concert

/ ‘ series. Now in its fourth season,
dslano Testwaﬂ “Music from Afar...” features an
771’656111'5

array of stunning international
musicians beginning this February.

- Sunday, February 17, 2013 at 5 pm. Hear the magnificence of Sara
Airoldi, cellist, and Massimo Folliero, the internationally acclaimed piano/
cello duo. During a multi-national tour, hear sonatas by Chopin, Debussy,
and Prokofiev, as well as Carlo Alfredo Piatti’s Notturno, Op. 20 for cello and piano.

- Sunday, March 3, 2013 at 2 pm. Hear Canadian pianist, Eugene Skovorodnikov, and @ § Y
local pianist, Christopher Bowlby, in a combined concert of solo variations and sonatas A\?‘ »E
by two masters: Haydn and Brahms. \

- Saturday, April 27 at 2 pm. Enjoy a remarkable afternoon of duo piano music with
. Ivona Kaminska and Christopher Bowlby. Among works by

Mozart and others, hear Stravinsky’s monumental Rite of

Spring as the centennial of the work’s premier in Paris approaches.

All concerts take place in the auditorium of Frye Art Museum at 704 Terry
Avenue in Seattle. Tickets are $20 for general seating, $15 for students and
! seniors, available at the door only. For more information, visit:

http://www.seattlepianocompetition.org/afar.htm

[ p For the fourth year, the Seattle International Piano Festival
‘SZ[ Ay announcmg.‘ (SIPF) continues its tradition of educational and

competitive events for regional pianists and chamber
musicians. These Northwest Festival competitive events were created to provide performing
opportunities and educational benefit for those who wish to share their love of the major style
periods and to provide performers with constructive feedback from leading performing and
teaching masters.

On March 16, 2013, the SIPF presents the annual Romantic Festival, allowing participants
to showcase this major portion of the repertoire.

On May 4, 2013, the SIPF presents the annual Contemporary and Impressionistic
Festival, featuring music from the modern area.

Changes to these 2013 festivals include new age groups and, now, new national schools:

Age groups: age 7 and under, age 8 to 10, age 11 to 14, age 15 to 19, adult amateurs,
and collegiate/professional (new).

Romantic National Schools: Western European (French, ltalian, Spanish, and Great
Britain), Scandinavian, Central European (Hungarian, Romanian, Czechoslovakian),
Germanic (Swiss, German, Austrian), Poland, Russian (including former Soviet Union
countries), the Americas

Contemporary National Schools: Western European (French, ltalian, Spanish, and
Great Britain), Scandinavian, Central European (Hungarian, Romanian,
Czechoslovakian), Germanic (Swiss, German, Austrian), Poland, Russian (including
former Soviet Union countries), North American, Central/South American, African/Asian

For complete information, including application deadlines, fees, and rules, visit:
http://www.seattlepianocompetition.org/nwfestivals.htm
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Upright Pianos Featuring the Patented
Fandrich Vertical Action™
Fandrich & Sons Grand Pianos
Bohemia Pianos (Czech Republic)

Feurich, Steingraeber & Sohne, August Forster

We also offer tuning, refinishing and rebuilding,
voicing and touch weight solutions.

www.fandrich.com -
Stanwood, WA ~ 877-737-1422 ~ 360-652-8980 or Young Children
is the only

Empowering child-centered music
. learning system
\, Hemnq Bigc%oﬁaewgew Viohm,LLC Chlldren,

that integrates keyboard,
. ) . . . creative movement,
Third Generation Violin Maker Enr lchmg thythm, ear training,
Voted Evening Magazine’s Best Families! sight reading, music
of Western WA Musical theory and composition.
Instrument Store

Follow us on www.facebook.com

Discover the JOY
and www.twitter.com T of teaching MYC!
- — Wendy Guimont, BMus, ARCT, RMT
e.com
= henry @hkbviolins.com == " // Certified MYC® Coordinator
Sales Appraisals Repairs Rentals  425-822-0717 w— . w.guimont@myc.com
Tel: 1.800.828.4334

Seattle’s premiere classical music recording studio
featuringa 9” Concert Grand

as well as a stunning

7’ Studio Grand Baldwin SF-10.

pianostudioseattle.com
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i/ TE= TN i/ ik ey AW FTHII—S ESSSLE
Feb. 1-2: Douglas Humpherys at WSU. 4 Phyllis Pieffer to Receive MTNA
_ . Distinguished Service Award at
Feb. 15: Deadline for Young Composers MTNA Conference (page 4)

Project Entries.
4 Debra Florian for MTNA Vice President
(page 5)

4 WSMTA 2013 Conference Artist, Stephen
Beus (pages 1 & 5)

March 1: Deadline for Chapter of the Year
Entries.

March 9-13: MTNA Conference at Disney-
land.

4 Washington State MTNA NW Division

June 16-20: WSMTA Conference at Winners:

Wenatchee. Composition Competition - page 3
Performance Competition - page 4
4 Young Composers Project Entry Deadline
Visit your WSMTA website Details (page 6)
at www.wsmta.net to ¢ Student Teacher Program (pages 6)

see The CLARION in full color!
4 MTNA Foundation News (page 7)
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